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City of Costa Mesa to respond to concerns raised by Californians Aware 
 

COSTA MESA, CALIF.—The Costa Mesa City Attorney’s Office is reviewing legal issues 
raised in a May 10 letter (attached below) from Californians Aware about the City’s ad hoc 
council working groups and their compliance with the Brown Act, and will have a response by 
Monday, May 16, 2011. 
 
Four of the five council working groups (Economic Development; Sports and Recreation; 
Policies, Procedures and General Plan; and Motel Issues) are not currently meeting and have 
not planned future meetings because of more pressing City priorities. Each of those 
committees had met once, with the exception of the Motel Issues Working Group, which hasn’t 
met. 
 
The Budget and Capital Improvements Working Group has convened 12 times since January 
2011, concentrating on outsourcing issues. With the City’s preliminary 2011-2012 budget 
scheduled to be delivered to the City Council and public on May 17, the committee’s work has 
been completed, and the Budget Working Group’s final oral report will be made at the same 
council meeting. 
 
The working groups were initiated early this year to review specific “ideas and concepts along 
with staff in a more preliminary and informal manner before an idea or topic is presented to the 
full City Council at either a Study Session or regular City Council meeting,” according to a Jan. 
13, 2011 staff report. 
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